Unofficial guide for Prospective Applicants for The Rhodes
Scholarship, in partnership with Muhammad Alagil, for Saudi Arabia

This guide is not an official communication from the Rhodes Trust. It was collaboratively prepared by
some Saudi Arabia Rhodes Scholars to ensure that all applicants have equal access to sufficient guidance
for preparing the statements supporting their application for the Rhodes Scholarships for Saudi Arabia.

General

- Just apply! Many current scholars didn’t think they would get it.

- Take the application as a chance to reflect on your past experiences and your future goals.

- Be yourself - that is your strongest asset. Do not lose yourself and the authenticity that makes
you "you" in the process.

- This can be a stressful process at times, so make sure to remind yourself of your values and your
passions throughout. Who are you doing this for? Why do you want to pursue these programs?
Why through this scholarship in particular? Try to think of this not as an award or an opportunity
for yourself, but rather for the work and causes you've committed yourself to.

- Please feel free to reach out to previous and current Saudi Rhodes scholars :)

FAQ

1. Is the age limit strict?

Yes, but if you have specific circumstances you’d like considered, email
scholarship.queries@rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk. They are qualified and happy to answer your questions.
Please note that while requests are considered, in most cases, exceptions cannot be made.

2. What is the GPA cutoff?
You will need to meet the GPA requirement for your chosen course; you can find the cutoff by
navigating to the “Entry Requirements” tab on your specific course page.

It is worth noting that given the very intense international competition for places at the
University of Oxford, you will have a greater chance of successful admission to Oxford if you
have:

- AFirst Class Honours Degree or equivalent, or,

- A GPAof 3.70/4.0 or higher
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https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/graduate/courses/courses-a-z-listing

If your GPA is on a different scale, you can look at qualifications equivalences on the dedicated

page of the Oxford University website, or directly contact the department of your chosen course
(contact details can be found on the course page).

3. Is the GPA cutoff strict?
Yes, it is. All Rhodes Scholars are academically excellent, but if you have gone through
circumstances that led to your GPA being lower than the requirement, you might be able to get
away with it if you use your personal statement or academic statement to explain those
circumstances clearly.

4. What is the IELTS/TOEFL score cutoff?
You will need to meet the University of Oxford’s English language requirements at the highest
level. Check the dedicated section on their website for more details about which test and scores

are required.

5. Is the IELTS/TOEFL score cutoff strict?
Yes. However, you may be able to request a waiver of the requirement to provide English
language test scores. To request it, you must have studied a degree-level course that is:
- At least nine months in duration
- Full-time
- Undertaken at a recognized institution where teaching and assessment throughout the
course is entirely in English
- Has been completed within 2 years of the start date of the course to which you are
applying. For more details, you can have a look at the University of Oxford dedicated
section on their website.

6. Canl see your personal statement?

Maybe. Some Scholars may agree to show you their personal statements, but refusal to show it to
you does not necessarily mean they think you will cheat, it’s just that personal statements are, well,
quite personal.

7. Canyou read my personal statement?
As stated in the Information for Candidates document, your personal statement remains your work.

However, we may be able to provide you with some general guidance if you contact any of us on the
emails below.

8. How do I strengthen my CV?
See section “Resume/CV” below.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

How do I stand out?

Be authentic, and don’t be afraid of being vulnerable. Applying for the Rhodes Scholarship can
be intimidating, so you might feel like you have to present the “Rhodes Scholar” version of
yourself in your application -- don’t fall into this trap! Truly, the best way to stand out is by being
you, so write candidly and honestly about that. None of us were “perfect” candidates, but we
were all genuine about the dreams we have for ourselves and our communities.

What do you think made the committee choose you over the other applicants?
See Q9.

How many Saudi Scholars will be selected this year?
Up to two. Three were selected in 2020 and 2021, but it is unlikely that this will happen again.

Does getting the Rhodes Scholarship mean | got into Oxford?
No. You need to apply to Oxford separately, but the Rhodes Scholarship team will help you with
your application.

Can | pursue x degree/course using the scholarship?
- Please refer to this document to check what degrees can be pursued under the
scholarship: https://www.rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk/files/conditions-of-tenure/.

- You can apply for any course within the accepted degrees.

When do | apply for the scholarship?

You will start at Oxford a whole year after getting the Scholarship, so plan accordingly. Apply the
year before you want to start your degree at Oxford. If you're a Bachelor’s degree student, this
would usually mean applying a year before you graduate if you want to start your Oxford
program immediately after graduating from your Bachelor’s.

What are the most important aspects of my application?
Assuming you meet all the eligibility criteria, the most important aspects are your personal
statement, your academic statement, and your recommendation letters.

Referees

>

>

Start reaching out to potential referees early and have backup plans.

Pick the referees who know you best and who care about you. It won’t really help getting a
recommendation of a pioneer in your field if they can’t write you a meaningful letter.
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» One to two of your recommendation letters should address your character. For those, try to
choose someone who is familiar with you outside of academics. For example, your coach in a
certain sport, your supervisor in an internship or a job, or someone you worked closely and
extensively with on a non-academic project.

» Don’t hesitate to ask your referees if they know you enough to write you a letter. Sometimes,
referees ask you for a one-to-one meeting or to write an essay about yourself so they can get to
know you on a deeper level. If they don’t offer, you can!

» You really want these letters to be as detailed as possible (~1.5-2 pages). Your referees will need
to recount scenarios and anecdotes that are specific to you, so don’t hesitate to remind and
inform them of the achievements and qualities you want them to highlight in their letter.

> You can look up sample letters of recommendation for the Rhodes Scholarship online and show
them to your referees to give them an idea of what these letters should look like. Make sure to
tell them not to copy and paste the text! These sample letters serve as a form of guidance, not a
template. As stated earlier, the letters they write for you should be specific to you.

» Recommendation letters are submitted through the application portal by your referees. You
cannot upload the recommendation letter yourself, so enter your referees’ information in the
application portal as soon as possible and before any other part of the application. This is to
make sure your referees have plenty of time to submit your recommendation letters. You will be
notified when they submit, so keep track of that, and make sure you remind them so they do
not miss the deadline.

Resume/CV

The selection committee looks thoroughly over your CV, so do pay attention to it and make sure it
complements the rest of your application.
You can also try and approach the activities list thematically. For example, instead of having general

categories like "experience," you could have categories like "community service," "refugee advocacy,"
and "athletic participation" that are tailored specifically to your pursuits and highlight the causes you're
passionate about.

Be specific about the impact you made through your activities. Don’t address your involvement in vague
terms, but describe in detail the responsibilities you personally took on and the impact you made.

Use a variety of action words when writing your resume bullet points. You can find many lists of resume
action words online.

Ask your university’s career services office or any working adults you know to review your resume if

possible.
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350-word academic statement

Academic statements of study focus on your academic and professional endeavors up until what you
plan on doing at Oxford. Unlike the personal statement, this is supposed to measure your academic
focus and readiness to pursue your studies at Oxford, specifically as a Rhodes Scholar.

Tying your plans with what the Scholarship stands for as well as recognizing its benefits to your career
path is always something to start thinking about. One tip is to break down your CV/résumé and see what
stands out; which experience is specifically representative of your journey.

Academic statements of study should not be reiterations of your CV/résumé, so make sure to add more
substance to your document through mentioning their alignment with your vision.

It is important to tie together the two (if found) courses you wish to pursue, so make sure you
demonstrate exactly what you plan to do at Oxford. Think about it as if you are laying out your 5-year
plan.

750-word personal statement

In this year’s (2022) personal statement, you are asked to address each of the following prompts and
the word allocation across the three depends on you:

Which Rhodes Scholar quality do you display most strongly, and how are other contexts and people
helping you to develop the others?

What would you like to learn from the Rhodes and wider community in Oxford?

From your place in the world, what is humanity’s greatest need?

> Start early. It takes a lot of time to produce a well-written personal statement that addresses all
the questions in the prompt, so start at least two or three months before the deadline (some
people even start as early as six months before!). The earlier, the better - especially if you know
you will be busy with other things while writing it. This is not a time-consuming task because of
the writing itself but rather because of how much self-reflection is required for writing a good
personal statement.

> You want to broadly address three things and present a narrative that connects them all
together: values (who you are) -> experiences (what you've done) -> fit and aspirations (why this
is the right next step and what you hope to achieve). Ask yourself what "standing up for the
world" and "fighting the world's fight" mean to you, and let your values inform the discussion on
your accomplishments and experiences. In sum, you want to identify a few of your values,
demonstrate how your previous experiences match these values, and elaborate on how being at
Oxford for two years will enrich this path.
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» This is by all means a personal statement, so don’t be afraid to discuss experiences that are
personal to you! Write a story you feel truly passionate about. You want to make the reader
think “I want to meet this person.”

» You can start by going through a few “reflection question” prompts and drafting short answer
responses to get your feet wet - here is a document that provides plenty of prompts to
experiment with.

» Another useful exercise is mind-mapping. You can have three mini mind-maps within a larger
one for each of the prompt’s three themes (values, experiences, goals). You can list all your
values and interests (academic, professional, even random ones) under the first mind-map, all
your activities under the second one, and all of your aspirations under the third one. This is a
helpful exercise because it can enable you to find connections between your values,
experiences, and goals, which in turn can help you craft a cohesive narrative that presents a
common thread between all three. You can also use this exercise to come up with a detailed
outline of the structure of the essay, what you want each paragraph to say, and how each
paragraph can relate to the other paragraphs.

» When thinking about ways to start the essay, it might be useful to think about “what makes you
tick.” In an information session about the scholarship, the National Secretary for China gives the
following advice: “Start with what makes you tick. Why does this make you tick? What
experiences have you had in your life that have made you care about this issue? How have your

past experiences shaped you into being the person you are today? How are you going to take
those experiences and where do you want to go with them?”

» You also want to make sure that you don’t end up rehashing your CV. When discussing your
experiences or accomplishments, don’t focus so much on what you did (which is already on your
CV). Instead, talk about why you pursued those opportunities.

> Given the word limit, you will not be able to discuss every single thing you did so focus on a
couple instead. Remember, quality over quantity.

Note: A personal statement for a scholarship is very different from a personal statement for an academic

program. You're writing for completely different audiences, so do keep this in mind as you work on your
personal statement.
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Interview preparation

You will be interviewed by an international panel consisting of 6-8 people who are advanced in their
area of expertise from a variety of backgrounds and professions.

» Know your application - perhaps this is the most important piece of advice. Go through each line
of your personal statement, resume, and transcript. Ask yourself the hardest question you can
think of about that item: can you answer it? If not, make sure to brush up on those concepts.

» Do at least one mock panel interview. This can be with some of your professors, or even with
family members or friends. Just ask some people you respect (and who will challenge you) to
read your application material and then interview you together, even if remotely.

> Practice vocalizing what you care about. Some people like to journal, record voice notes, etc.
You may find it useful to just have low-stake conversations with mentors, family, and friends.
Stay up to date with current affairs in the country and globally. Read the country's top
newspapers every day.

> We suggest subscribing to the daily international newsletters if you haven't already. And don't
just consume information passively, make sure you have an opinion on the issue you're reading
about.

> Give concise and structured answers; do not ramble. One useful way to do this is by taking a
second to think before answering, then answering the question directly and explicitly before
elaborating or going into an example. You could also have others time you during mock
interviews to make sure you're not rambling. You want your answers to be as concise as possible
because this is only a 30-minute (give or take) interview, and every panelist will want to ask you
a question. By giving long answers, you end up with fewer questions when you want the panel
to get to know you to the greatest extent possible.

> If you don't know the answer to something, say so. Do not make stuff up on the spot because
chances are you'll just give a confusing answer that will prompt many more follow up questions.
By saying you don't know, the committee will probably move on to another topic, which would
give you the chance to highlight how amazing you are.

» Do not over-prepare so much that you end up sounding rehearsed. The interview is supposed to
be a conversation that flows organically, so you don’t want to end up just reciting memorized
answers.

» On that note, don't be afraid of asking the panelists questions, whether you're asking for

clarification or challenging a point of view. Consider the interview a conversation with highly
intelligent, skilled, and experienced people. Make use of that.
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» Make your focus not to have a "winning interview," but a meaningful one. That's an experience

Resources:

no one can take away, and having this mindset will help bring about your most genuine self.

https://www.rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk/scholarships/applications/saudi-arabia/

Information for candidates:
https://www.rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk/media/46338/information-for-candidates-saudi-arabia.pdf

Guidance for referees:
https://www.rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk/media/46367/guidance-for-referees-saudi-arabia.pdf

Course covered by the Rhodes Scholarship (conditions of tenure):
https://www.rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk/files/conditions-of-tenure/

Sample personal statements:

http://obsessionwithregression.blogspot.com/2015/07/advice-and-sample-essays-for-

rhodes.html

https://www.e-education.psu.edu/writingpersonalstatementsonline/sites/www.e-

education.psu.edu.writingpersonalstatementsonline/files/file/Rhodes.pdf

Info sessions with many great tips:

https://vimeo.com/726962714/888dd91843
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pfz GXPJ3us

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QpPgGgDWgxY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZEhd0OKy3oVw&t
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VC3fzsX5EQQ&

Saudi scholars’ contact information:
Majd Abdulghani majd.abdulghani@gmail.com; Twitter: @majd_abdulghani
Sami Alahmadi: salahmadi715@gmail.com

>

YV V VYV YV YVYV

Ghadah Alshalan: ghada.alshaalan@gmail.com

Mneera Saud mneera.s.abdullah@gmail.com

Omar Alshangiti oalshangiti@gmail.com

Mohammed Alghadeer: modghadeer@gmail.com; Twitter: @88_mag
Jood AlThukair: jood.althukair@trinity.ox.ac.uk
Ahmed Aljohani: a7.sin9@gmail.com; Twitter: @ahmadalsinany
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