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THE RHODES SCHOLARSHIP FOR UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Covering the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and U.S. territories including Puerto Rico, U.S.
Virgin Islands, American Samoa, Guam and Northern Mariana Islands.

INF%&ATION R CANDIDATES
lication and selection process for the Rhodes Scholarship. Please

This docu @ 1 guide
read this cakefully ake thattyou are applying to the right constituency and meet all of the

eligibility criteri ill also fin tant information about how to apply and what you will need
to submit an application.

This information is for es applying to the 2024 Rhodes Scholarship through the United
States of America constitu for entj in @ctober 2024 to the University of Oxford, in the

United Kingdo

Key Dates

Applications Open: 00:0". Fastern Time, Saturday 01 July 2023
Applications Close: 23:59 Casterr Time, Wednesdoy 04 Oclober 2623
Reference Deadline: 23:59 Eo-ierri Time, Wednesdrcy 04 Octcher 2022

Am | applying to the right constituency/rec ‘ <
e What is a Rhodes constituency? A constituency is , d

territories, regions or states, grouped togethe he purpo o

group @ ntries, and/or
ministering olarships.
e If you only have a connection to one Rhodeste ituency and'y eet the elig
below, you can apply to the Rhodes Scholarshi @ at constituen llowin
outlined in this document.

e If you have connections to more than one Rhodes consti cy and me ibility criteria
for more than one constituency, you should apply to the one that you have the greatest
connection to. Once you have chosen your constituency you should read tion for

Candidates and then apply as usual.

e If you have strong and demonstrable connections to two or more Rhodes Constituencies but
do not meet all of the eligibility criteria for any of them, you may be eligible to apply for inter-
jurisdictional consideration. Please visit the 'Applying for Inter-Jurisdictional Consideration’
page for more details about this as you will need to follow a slightly different process. Please
note that while some eligibility criteria are waived for inter-jurisdictional candidates, this does
not include the age or academic achievement criteria.

e If you cannot see your country or region listed in the list of Rhodes constituencies (see list here)
andyou are not eligible to apply for inter-jurisdictional consideration, you may be able to apply
for a Global Scholarship. Please visit our website to check if you meet the Global eligibility
criteria.
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Choosing which District to apply to:

There are 32 scholarships available for the United States of America constituency. States and U.S.
territories are grouped into sixteen districts for the purpose of selection and each District Committee
can select two candidates as Rhodes Scholars. The names of Scholarship winners are announced at
the close of the District interviews. No alternates are selected.

Applicants apply as a representative of one of the fifty states, the District of Columbia, or one of the
U.S. territories. You should apply in a state or territory based on the following criteria:

The state or territory in which you will have received at least two years of college training and
adoachelor's degreegfbefore 1 October in the year of admission,

The'state,or territory in which you were legally resident on 15 April in the year of application.
Applicants should be awareithat selection committees are instructed to verify legal residence.

If you'd® not meet the aboyé criteria, the US National Secretary advises that US citizens who
don't live inwthe US can apply in whatever state you feel the closest connection to.
Considerations might includesthe last'one resided in, the one resided in for the longest time, the
one born in, the one/your parent(s) are,most closely connected, one where closest relatives
reside, or similarylf yod have a connectionito more than one state, you should consult with the
National Secretary who willkmake a decision:*Once the choice of state of eligibility is confirmed
by the National Secretary, the degree of€onnection will not be a factor in selection.

Simultaneous applicatiomto more than one District Committee in the United States, or to more than
one Rhodes constituency, will disqualify an applicant.

Eligibility Criteria

Nationality/citizenshipt You must be a.citizen of the United States OR you must have been
admitted to the United States as a lawful permanént resident,&nd must have maintained, and
be expected to maintain, such lggal status.

If you have been granted deferred action under thesgovernment's” Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program AND your statusfis currently “active, then you are also
eligible to apply if you meet all other criteria below. lt,shouldsee noted that the Rhodes Trust
makes no representations and does notweffef any, support'regarding (a) the DACAyapplicant's
ability to travel to the U.K., and (b) the DACA applicant’s ability to return to the U.S. or to travel
to another country upon conclusion of the“seholdrship; DACGA applicants must/assume this
responsibility themselves. DACA applicants, like all others, must dpply forthe U.S. Scholarship
or the new Global Scholarship, but not to both. Where there are risks of legal uncertainty, the
applicant must make a determination.

Age: You must meet either of the below criteria:

i. You must be aged 18-23 on 1st October 2023 (i.e. you must have been born after 1/ October
1999 and before 2 October 2005).

OR (for older candidates who completed their first undergraduate degree later than usual)

ii. You must be under the age of 27 on 1st October 2023 (i.e. have been born after 1 October
1996) AND you must also have completed your first undergraduate degree on or after 1 October
2022*,

* A university's policy determines the date of completion of academic requirement for a degree
and this may be different from when a degree is considered awarded by the university or the
date of a graduation ceremony. In ambiguous cases, the decision of the National Secretary is
final.
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e Academic achievement: You must have completed an undergraduate degree (usually a
Bachelor's) by July 2024, and you must have an academic background and grade that - at a
minimum - meets or exceeds the specific entry requirements of your chosen course at the
University of Oxford (https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/graduate/courses/courses-a-z-listing).

Candidates will have a higher chance of successful admission to Oxford if they have:.
o A GPA of 3.70/4.0 or higher (with no rounding)

*Special GPA exception requests (for candidates with a GPA below 3.70) must be submitted by
a university president or another high-ranking administrator designated by the president

justifying the exception, and addressing ONLY the questions of scholarly aptitude in the
t's chosen drea of study and competitiveness for Oxford graduate admissions. A
niversi i

should ini an exception request for candidates who are academically
extrg ary an i compelling to Oxford admissions officers. All such requests must
incl opy of the'c ate's transcript and resume and must be directed to American

Secreto a Doyle atfadmin@rhodesscholar.org. Requests should be received no later
than 15 Sep er in the® application to allow a decision to be made in time for the

application to be s itted by tober deadline date.
Please conta ional Secretary, if you require further advice about academic
requirements of t rship.

L'\

LINKS AND TIPS

To make sure you are as prepared as possible to sturt your application, you should read the
information on the Schaoiarships tab on the Rhodes Housz website, the Conditions of Tenure

TLE=RE S A A AL LS Mol Ty

Useful Links:

An A-Z list of the gradudie courses at Oxford University

An introduction to the types of graduate degrees cifcred by Oxfoid | 'iversity

The Rhodes House Website

Our Application Overview with viceos to auide yotr through the apnlication process
Courses covered by the Rhodes Scholarship (Conditicns of Tenure documcit)
Privacy Policy and Data protection statement

List of the Rhodes constituencies

The University of Oxford's English language proficichcy guidence

University of Oxford Graduate Admissions

How to Apply

To apply for the Rhodes Scholarship, you must complete and submit our online app
23:59 Eastern Time, 04 October 2023.

c%w before

There is no application fee for submission of the Rhodes Scholarship application form; however you
must submit your application online and we can't accept any other form of application.

You should apply for the Rhodes Scholarship before applying for your proposed course at the
University of Oxford. Candidates selected for the Rhodes Scholarship are then required to apply for
their chosen course via the University of Oxford's graduate application form with support from the
team at Rhodes House.

If unsuccessful in your first application to the Rhodes Scholarships, you may subsequently re-apply only
once more (and this must be in the same constituency), subject to meeting the eligibility criteria.
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The Rhodes application form requires you to provide:

Your details, such as contact information

Evidence that you meet the eligibility criteria

Your education history including your university transcripts

The course(s) you would like to study at the University of Oxford
A CV

An Academic Statement

A Personal Statement

A total of at least five, but not more than eight, referees

You capffind ' more detailsfabout these requirements and the documents you will need below.

Please

alsomote- before startingvan online Rhodes Scholarship application you should be aware of

the Rhodes!Trust.data protection policy for applications.

Key Documents:

You will need to upload=eepies. of the followingadocuments. Please note that all documents must be
submitted in English. If your official documentsg#such as your birth certificate, passport or transcript are
not in English yousmust alsoupload English translations. Please note that you may be asked to provide
the original documents at a laterdate.

Your passport or birth certificate or other government issued identification for proof of age and
nationality.

For lawful permanhent_residents who_areshot yet citizensfyou must upload evidence to prove
that you are a lawfulgpermanent resident. A lawful permanent resident should submit their
current and unexpired Rérmfl-551, Permanent Resident Card, alsosknown as a “green card,” with
an initial date of lawful permanént residence (indicated by the'notation Resident Since: ).

For candidates who meet the DACA eligibility‘criteria dbove, you must upload documentation
to prove your active DACA status: DACA residents’ shiould include, a eurrent 1-797 letter
confirming your DACA status along with @@ valid Employment Authorization.Card.

An official transcript from the college or university at whieh'you are studying, or have studied,
showing grades achieved (to date).

An endorsement of your application from yoUr céllege / university™ nete that this is distinct
from the required references, which are explained in further detail below.

A full curriculum vitae (CV) which should include specific details aboutracademic qualifications,
prizes, scholarships, positions of leadership, employment positions, involvement in student,
voluntary, community or political activities and any cultural, musical ek, sporting
accomplishments. This should not exceed two letter size pages in length with“a minimum 10 pt
font.

Please do not include a photograph in your CV. Your CV should be wholly accurate and a
fair representation of your achievements. You should anticipate that details will be checked
for embellishments and inaccuracies. Material misrepresentation will result in
disqualification of an application or, where appropriate, the rescinding of a scholarship.
Examples of misrepresentation include exaggeration of roles/accomplishments/
participation/biography; embellished publication lists; inflation of GPA/grades.

A head-and-shoulders colour photograph (jpg format). Please note your photo will not be
available to the selection committee until after final shortlisting decisions have been made. If
you are selected, this photograph will be used on the Rhodes webpage unless or until you
provide another version.
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e Please do not upload documents, certificates, testimonials or links/URLs other than those
required.

Personal Statement:
You will also need to provide a personal statement of no more than 750 words.
The personal statement is your chance to tell your story in your own voice: Who are you?

Your academic transcript and academic statement of study, your CV, and your reference letters will
provide the substantive detail of your commitments and accomplishments, whereas the personal
statement gives you the opportunity to make an authentic statement of who you are.

Prompts

In your personal statementfof 750, words, we ask you to address each of the following prompts by
weaving them into yeur statementdthe word allocation across the three is up to you):

1. Which Rhodes. Scholar quality do you display most strongly, and how are different contexts
and people helping you to devélop the other qualities?

2. What would you like to learn frcom_and contribute to the Rhodes community in Oxford?

3. From your place,in thesworld, how will you use your energy and talents to address humanity's
pressing challengés?

Every statement’is individual; there.is no single*right" model. For over 120 years personal statements
have been diverse andwever-changing. ‘Selectors are’ loeking for an original portrait of you as a
candidate for the Rhodes Scholarship.

Guidance

The Rhodes selection criteria#are powerfultand’have remained largely unchanged over the past 100
years, having been drawn directly frem the founder's Will.

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
specific academic requirements can be found/under ‘Eligibility Criteria’ above.

ENERGY TO USE YOUR TALENTS TO*FHE FULL
as demonstrated by success in areas such as sports,/musichdebaterdance,
theatre, and artistic pursuits, includingwhere,teamwork is involved.

TRUTH, COURAGE, DEVOTION TO DUTY,
sympathy for and protection of the weak, kindliness, unselfishness and
fellowship.

MORAL FORCE OF CHARACTER
and instincts to lead, and to take an interest in your fellow human beings.

€000

In your personal statement we are asking you to reflect on your experiences, influences and intentions
through the lens of the Rhodes Scholar qualities outlined in the three criteria: "Energy to use one’s
talents to the full'; "Truth, courage, devotion to duty, sympathy for and protection of the weak,
kindliness, unselfishness and fellowship"; " Moral force of character and instincts to lead, and to take an
interest in one’s fellow human beings'. (Note that the fourth selection criterion of “Literary and
scholastic attainments (academic excellence)' are evidenced in your transcript, academic statement
of study and academic reference letters.)
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The three prompts are set within the Rhodes leadership development framework that informs the
Scholar Programme at Rhodes House in Oxford. They ask you to consider your candidacy for and the
opportunity of the Scholarship within three interrelated spheres in your own voice: ‘self, others, and
world":

1st "self": Which Rhodes Scholar quality do you display most strongly, and how are different contexts
and people helping you to develop the other qualities? — engage us on which of the Rhodes selection
criteria you best exemplify. We do not expect you to be the ‘finished product’; we also want to hear
how you intend to evolve.

2nd "others": What would you like to learn from and contribute to the Rhodes community in Oxforad? -
share with"us what you want to learn from and contribute to the Rhodes community, and how you
hope te'grow ‘as a person and support the growth of others while at Oxford.

3rd "world"{ From\ your placedn the world, how will you use your energies and talents to address
humanity’s \pressinghchallenges?«= make this personal, not generic. We anticipate your particular
reflections on what is imissing in society and the world today. Considering the complexities of the
challenges that we are facing as“humahnity, we are seeking in Rhodes Scholars people who aspire to
and will take action: Tell uswhat you imegine might be your way of making a contribution.

You can find further guidance™on the personalstatement on the ‘Application Overview' page of our
website.

Your personal statement should=be‘wholly accurate, and written in your own words from your own
perspective. Materialsmisrepresentation will result in disqualification of an application or, where
appropriate, the rescinding of a scholarship. It shotlld be/entirely your own work, with no assistance
received. Through the online application{form you will be/asked to confirm that the entered /
uploaded personal statement iscaccurate, is\your own work/and.that no external help was given in
its creation or editing.

Choosing your course:

The Rhodes Scholarships cover at least two years of study at the University jof Oxford and in the
application form, you will need to chooseralcourse, or a combination of courses that covers this period.

You should use the University of Oxford's website, to find outtaboutsthe different course options and
their content; including the A-Z list of graduate“colirsesy Make sure thatayou research your planned
course thoroughly.

The Rhodes Scholarship covers most full-time graduate courses however] you should check our
Conditions of Tenure to find out more about the courses‘eembinations welcover, any exceptions and
information about additional discretionary funding if your chésen course is l[ongefthan.two years.

If your first choice of course is two years or longer, we strongly advise also propaesing,a second
alternative course of study, due to Oxford admissions being extremely competitiveflt isivery, difficult
to change your course at Oxford once you have started it, so we advise you to give serious thought to
your desired courses in advance.

Second BA:

In addition to the graduate courses listed on Oxford's website, you can also choose to apply to study
for a second undergraduate degree over two years. This is known as a Second BA with Senior Status.
Senior Status is the only basis on which a Rhodes Scholar can study for a second undergraduate
degree. You can read Oxford's page about second undergraduate degrees for more information.

For most courses, you apply to Oxford University separately after the selection process for the Rhodes
Scholarship is complete, however if you intend to study for a Second BA the process is slightly different.
Applicants invited to the final interview or newly selected Scholars who are intending to do a second
BA at Oxford can obtain an application form from the Registrar at Rhodes House
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(registrar@rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk). You must return the completed form to the Registrar by 12 noon GMT
on Friday 1 December 2023. Depending on the timing of the final Rhodes Scholarship interviews, this
may be before or shortly after the final interviews. Candidates who are firm in their choice of a second
BA may wish to maximise their chances of admittance to Oxford by applying directly via UCAS. If you
miss both the UCAS and the Rhodes deadline for the second BA application, the chances of successful
admittance to the University of Oxford to study a second BA with senior status are slim.

Academic Statement of Study:
You will need to write an academic statement of no more than 350 words.

The reasomwe ask for an aeademic statement is that entry to the University of Oxford is becoming
ever mare, competitive apd, should you be selected for a Rhodes Scholarship, you will have to submit
your applicatiomto Oxford withim,a very short timeframe. Researching and writing this statement will
help you prepare for that. Rhédes selectors will use the statement to assess whether you will thrive
academically,in®ne of the most competitive graduate environments in the world.

The academic statement of studyishould, in a factual and concise manner:

i. Tell us your reasons for wishifng /o study at the University of Oxford, what your chosen
course(s) of studyis (are), and how this fits in your academic trajectory. Further, you may wish
to explain how you hope to be stretched academically at the University of Oxford, and any
academi€supportiyet imagine might be helpful.

ii. Demonstrate that you'are able'to, at a minimémymeet or exceed the specific entry and other
academic requirements of the course(s) you have chosen. Tell us how you are prepared for
the course(s) academically and otherwise.

It is very important thatyyou have afirm.idea of which ceurses are viable for you to study at
the University of @xford (if'you are'listing alone-yearcourse,\please give an indication of your
intentions for the second yéar).

iii.  If you wish to undertake a DPhil, provide@ brieffoutline ofyeur proposed research areq, how
it contributes to your future career plans, andlist’ooth the Department in which you propose
to undertake your research and ene or more researchers with“whom you would like to work
in Oxford.

It is a good idea to discuss your proposed course of study and yourfacademic statement with your
academic mentors and/or professors or lecturers in the\subjectareq, and, if possible; with someone
who has knowledge of UK universities.

Additional sources of information are available onlinefat www.ox.ac.uk/admissions, as”well as on
individual faculty/departmental websites. If you are selected for the Schélarship, .you will have the
opportunity to revisit your course choice.

DPhil or MSc by research candidates: a number of Oxford depaftments recommend that applicants
make contact with potential research supervisor(s) before submitting an application te"Oxford. Advice
on contacting potential supervisors in advance of your application is course-specific @hd,you should
follow the guidance found on the individual prospectus pages, most often on the How to Apply tab.

Master's candidates: please note that Oxford faculty members are not able to correspond with
applicants, unless explicitly stated on the course page.

References

You will need to provide a list of at least five, but not more than eight, people (your referees) who are
willing to submit references on your behalf. Please make sure that you ask their permission before
listing them as referees.

¢ Academic Referees: At least four of your referees should be academics who have formally
taught and graded you in your undergraduate (or, if relevant, postgraduate) studies and who
can comment in detail on your academic ability and how well they think you would fare at
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Oxford. In addition to uploading a reference, your academic referees will be asked a small
number of additional questions, including a request to provide an estimated class ranking. Note
— for successful Rhodes Scholarship applicants, these references can later be used to form part
of the application to study at the University of Oxford, so it is important that you and your
referees bear this in mind.

Character Referees: You will also need at least one character referee who should write about
your character and involvement in extra-curricular, service or leadership activities. These
referees should be able to comment critically on whether you fulfil the extra-curricular, non-
academic requirements of the Scholarship and who can speak in detail to your character.

Yaou'should forwardfthe Guidance for Referees to your referees. This includes key instructions
foryour referees ©n what they will need to write about in their letter.

Once yournreferees’have agreed to provide a reference for you, you will need to register their
names_and email addresses imthe application form. They will then receive an automatically-
generated emdil request for a reference. This email will include a link to our reference form
where they will also be asked t6 provide their contact details for verification purposes and be
able to upload or type in theirdétter of reference which will remain confidential. Please note
that your referees'maysbe contacted for further information.

You should.ensure thatsyouegisterdyour referees within the application form early, to allow
them sufficient time to_provide a detailed reference letter. It is your responsibility to ensure
that referees submit their references online by 23:59 Eastern Time, 04 October 2023. Please
note that if your college / university endorsement plus at least five references is not uploaded
by the submissiondeadline date, thenyyour application will be considered incomplete. Any
surplus referencesgarriving after the ‘deadline may orfmay,not be considered alongside your
application. You canstfack the progressiof their referen€es within the application form.

Remember, a good refefeeds'someone'who knows you well,“rather than a well-known person
who only knows you superficially. Please note,that Rhodes Seholarship referees should not
normally be personal friends| pegrs orrelatives, or haveiany other/confliet of interest. If a referee
fits into one of these categories, they should make the connection glear within the reference.

You should choose reliable people who(are, likely to respond to your réquest for a detailed
reference, as their letters will be crucial to your application. dflyou do‘not have the minimum
number of required references, your application may hotybe considered by the Selection
Committee.

Selection Process

Once the application deadline has passed, all submitted applications will be considered.as part of our
selection process. This varies slightly according to which constituency you are applying_in‘but below
are the key stages:

Your application will be checked for eligibility and completeness before being reviewed by our
selectors. This assessment determines if your application will proceed to the next stage.

The final stage of selection is a social engagement (a welcoming reception on the day of the
first interviews or the day before)and final interview. Candidates selected as finalists must be
available to attend both, in person, as no accommodations can be made on date and time, or
mode, of these events. Interviews will be held simultaneously in the 16 respective U.S. District
Meeting City locations on 10 and 11 November 2023. No candidate will be selected without an
interview. PLEASE NOTE: All candidates invited to interview are expected to cover their own
expenses.
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e All applicants will be notified with a decision regarding whether or not they will be offered an
interview. Winners for the U.S. Rhodes Scholarships are immediately announced in each district,
after the conclusion of their respective interviews. We regret that we are unable to provide
feedback to applicants who are unsuccessful in their applications. The Selection Committees'
decisions are final.

Selection Conditions

e Selection for the Rhodes Scholarship is made without regard to financial means.

e Seglection for the Rhodes Scholarship is made without regard to marital status, race, ethnic
origin, celour, gender, réligion, sexual orientation, social background, disability, caste or other
irrelevant distinction® The proevision of such information in the 'Equity and Inclusion’ section of
the application form is optiehal;, but helps us to ensure that our selection processes are fair and
that our outreach efforts aré effective. The information you provide will not form part of your
application and is only shared with those involved in selection in an anonymized format after
scholarships ‘have been awarded«lf you disclose a disability and/or request additional support
at interview stageyour answers for this section may be shared with the National Secretary, who
may contact you te discuss and confirm your requested arrangements for support or suitable
alternatives®during thesselection process. Any requests made will not affect shortlisting, or the
progress/of your application; insany way. If yourapplication is successful and you become a
Rhodes Sehelarthis information will be shared with our student support team, who will help
support you during your timeat’Oxford.

e Applications submitted for the Rhodes Scholarship inf2023 are for entry to the University of
Oxford in October 2024 the scholarship cannot be/brought, forward or deferred to a later
academic year.

¢ No selection will be madedf ao/sufficiently qudlified.candidate cannotybe found.
e The decision of the Selection Committee is final.
e The Rhodes Scholarship is confirmedonly upon suceessfuldadmissionito the WUniversity of Oxford.

e The Rhodes Trust may contact you some time after thé'submissien deadling'to ask for feedback
on the application process and any interactiofs you havesAad/with the Rhodes/Trust staff and
volunteers.

Post-Selection

If you are selected for the Rhodes Scholarship you will needto apply to the Universitysof Oxford very
soon after selection and the team at Rhodes House will be on hand to support you with the application
process. Rhodes House has access to your entire application and references may bé re-used, if
appropriate, to support your application to the University of Oxford.

Full details will be given to you upon selection, however candidates who intend to apply for a course
in Medical Sciences and Engineering should note that the graduate application deadline is now 1%
December 2023.
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Need to get in touch?

National Secretary:

Ramona L. Doyle

Emoil: american.secretary@rhodesscholar.org

THE RHODES TRUST, 8229 BOONE BOULEVARD, SUITE 240, VIENNA, VIRGINIA 22182, UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA

Office of the American National Secratary

Email: american.secretary@rhodesscholar.org

District Secretaries:

District 1 (Maine, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Vermont): JULIE LEVISON
District 2 (Connecticut, New Hampshire, New Jersey). JACOB WEISBERG

District 3 (New York-South [including the counties of Sullivan, Ulster, and Dutchess and those
counties to the South, including Long Island]): TALI FARHADIAN WEINSTEIN

District 4 (New York-North [including the counties of Delaware, Greene, and Columbia and those
counties to the North], Pennsylvania): AARON MERTZ

District 5 (Delaware, Maryland/DC): LISSA MUSCATINE

District 6 (Georgia, North Carclina, South Carolina): CAROLYN SEEPERSAD

District 7 (Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands): SETH LANDEFELD
District 8 (Oklahoma, Texas): JUAN SEPULVEDA

District 9 (Indiana, Kentucky, Virginia): R. DARRYL BANKS

District 10 (lllinois, Ohio): STEPHANIE PALMER

District 11 (Michigan, Minnesota, Wisconsin, West Virginia). TRINA SHANKS

District 12 (Arkansas, lowa, Kansas, Missouri, Tennessee): GEORGIE BOGE GERAGHTY

District 13 (Colorado, Louisiana, Nebraska, New Mexico, North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah,
Wyoming): OLIVIA RISSLAND

District 14 (Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Washington): JOHN MELIN

District 15 (Arizona, California-North [including the counties of Monterey, Kings, Tulare, and Inyo
and those counties to the North], Hawaii, Nevada): ELIZABETH J. MURPHY

District 16 (American Samoa, California-South [including the counties of San Luis Obispo, Kern,
and San Bernadino and those counties to the South], Guam, and Northern Mariana Islands):
BETHANY L. EHLMANN

For further information about the Rhodes Scholarship, see www.rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk/scholarships/the-
rhodes-scholarship,

The Rhodes Trust reserves the right to vary these conditions at any time without notice.
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THE RHODES SCHOLARSHIP FOR UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 2024

Covering the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and U.S. territories including Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands,
American Samoa, Guam and Northern Mariana Islands.

GUIDANCE FOR REFEREES
References must be written in English and must be uploaded by 23:59 Eastern Time, 04 October 2023.

Thank you for your willingness to serve as a referee for an applicant for the Rhodes Scholarship. References
form a crucial part of the selection process, and your reference could make the difference to an applicant'’s
success. The following notes are intended to serve as a guide as you write your reference.

Background Information

The Rhodes Sc¢holarship programimenis the oldest (established 1903), and perhaps the most prestigious,
international scholarship, in thefworld. Administered by the Rhodes Trust in Oxford, the programme offers
over 100 fully-funded’Scholarships eaeh year for postgraduate study at the University of Oxford in the United
Kingdom - one of the world's leadingiuniversities. Rhodes Scholarships are for young leaders of outstanding
intellect and characterwho arfe' motivated te'engage with global challenges and are committed to the service
of others. They show promisesof becoming value-driven, principled leaders for the world's future, wherever
their careers might take them, @nd in any field.

¢ Academic excellence: the University of Oxford is'ene of the most competitive graduate
environments in the world and applicants must meetior exceed the entry requirements of their
chosen courser(Candidates will have a greater chance of successful admission if they have a First
Class Honours or GPA/of .3.70/4:00 or higher, or equivalent).

e Energy to use their talents to the full (as demonstrated by success in areas such as sports, music,
debate, dance, theatref andiartistic pursuits, including whefe te@mwork is involved).

e The Virtues: truth, couragegdeyotion to duty, sympathy for@and protection of the weak, kindliness,
unselfishness and fellowship:

e Moral force of character and instincts to lead, anddo take an interest in their fellow human
beings.

For further details, see: www.rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk/scholarships/the-rhodes-scholdrship/

Writing Your Letter of Recommendation

We would be grateful if you would provide a frank,andgscoenfidential letter regarding /the applicant's
qualifications and suitability for the Rhodes Scholarship. You should consider thefbelow points when writing
your letter:

e The Selection Committee will have a copy of the applicants university academic transcript, curriculum
vitae, and their academic and personal statements. We would welcome any obsérvations you have
which would enhance the Committee's understanding of these documents.

e A brief introduction of yourself would be helpful, including any connections that you have with the
Rhodes Trust, Rhodes Scholars and the University of Oxford (such connections” are“certainly not
necessary).

e  Where you are able, you should comment on how the applicant demonstrates the four selection criteria
outlined above. While proven academic excellence is the first quality listed, the other criteria are
equally important.

e It is not expected that you will be able to speak from first-hand knowledge of all of the applicant's
qualifications.

e Please speak of the applicant's limitations as well as strong points. Committees tend naturally to be
dubious of hyperbole and appraisals that imply a given individual has no limitations. Your reply will,
of course, be treated as strictly confidential by the Selection Committee.

o References must be written in English and your comments should not exceed two A4 or letter size
pages (minimum 10 point type).
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Applicants for the Rhodes Scholarships are asked to seek both character and academic references. The
reference form will clarify which type of reference you have been asked to submit.

Academic referees:

If you are primarily acquainted with the candidate through a teacher/student relationship, it is expected that
your reference will concentrate primarily on academic quality and potential, although your assessment of
other qualities will be welcomed. A Rhodes Scholar will undertake postgraduate study at Oxford, a taught or
research degree, or a second undergraduate degree with senior status (over two years). In all cases, entry to
Oxford is very competitive and so please consider whether the applicant is prepared for their chosen course
of study at one,of the most competitive graduate environments in the world.

Academic refereesyshould note'that, in the case of a successful applicant, your letter will be used by
Oxford departments and colleges for determining the applicant’'s academic case for admission to
postgraduate study. Consequently,‘a détailed assessment of the candidate's academic qualifications and
suitability to undertake Master's / doctoralllevel study at Oxford will be very important. You are specifically
asked to comment on:
a) The applicant's'relative academicsstanding in comparison with other students on the same course at
the same institution™e’g..tep 1%, 3%, 5%, 10%, 25%?
b) How many students arefin the applicant'syear group on their programme of study, i.e. with how many
students aregfou,comparing the @pplicant?
c) On what bgsis are you makingthesssessment “personal assessment/official class rank?

Character referees:
If you are better acquainted’with the applicant.through non-academic interests, it is expected that you will
concentrate on assessment of ¢hardeter and\non-aeademic quadlitiesfin the knowledge that the Committee
is looking for scholars who shéwspramise of outstanding achievementiin later life. With reference to the
selection criteria above, please pay‘particular attention té the following;

e energy to use their talents to the full;

e truth, courage, devotion to duty, sympathy,for and protectien of the weak, kindliness, unselfishness and

fellowship;
e moral force of character and instinctsite lead

Submitting Your Letter of Recommendation

e When an applicant has registered your details in the application form, younwill réceive an auto-
generated email, which will contain instructions, onSubmitting yourletter of recommendation. The
email will include a link to the online reference form wheretyou will be ablesto uploadsyour reference
letter. The form will also include questions requesting basig information) about yourself and your
relationship to the applicant.

e All letters of recommendation should be addressed to the'Rhodés Scholarship Seleetion Committee.

e The Selection Committee asks that your letter of recommendation be on headed pdper, signed, and
uploaded in pdf format. If you are unable to access an official/institutional letterhead we can, on an
exceptional basis, accept references on a personal letterhead that clearly states yourfinstitutional
affiliation and provides official contact information including an email address and phone number.

o All letters of reference should be submitted via the online reference form. Please ensure that you press
submit once you have completed the form.

Once you submit the reference form, both you and the applicant will receive an automated email to confirm
receipt; the applicant will not be able to see the submitted reference, which will remain confidential.
Please note that during the selection process you may be contacted for further information.

Please note that Rhodes Scholarship referees should not normally be personal friends, peers or relatives,
or have any other conflict of interest. If a referee fits into one of these categories, they should make the
connection clear within the reference.

References must be written in English and must be uploaded by 23:59 Eastern Time, 04 October 2023.
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