


FOREWORD FROM THE AGRS PRESIDENT

Dear fellow Rhodes Scholars,

“Staying in touch with people we like, we esteem, who we learn from, who add colour to our
life cannot be overestimated” - I started our last newsletter with this sentence. A major goal of
our association is about staying in touch. Staying in touch with Scholars in Residence, with
fellow alumni, with Rhodes House and with Oxford. The virus has reduced our social life
longer than most of us anticipated. Now it appears we might find it easier to reconnect. We
want to make use of this opportunity and to provide you with platforms to “stay in touch”:

● The Newsletter: This newsletter will introduce you to the newly elected German
Rhodes Scholars: Selina Brinkmann and Anna Gräfin von Pestalozza, elected in 2020,
and Fynn Schultheiss and Anne Neumann, elected in 2021. German
Scholar-in-Residence Tina Christmann (Germany & Worcester, 2018) will talk about
her time in Oxford. Thomas Schmeltzer (Balliol, 2004), and Luca Springer (St.
Antony’s, 2016) provide a glimpse into their lives.

● A special event on Russia and its war in Ukraine: We have the pleasure to host
Ekkehard Brose (St. Catherines, 1981), President of the Federal Academy for Security
Policies, for a discussion on the war in Ukraine. Ekkehard belongs to the inner circle
of security policy experts in Berlin and Europe. Save the date: 5th July 19:00 in Berlin.

● The Annual Dinner and our welcoming of the newly elected Rhodes Scholars. As
every year our alumni meeting will take place in Berlin on the last Friday of
November. Please save the date: 25th November 18.00 Annual Meeting / 19:00
Dinner and welcoming of the newly elected Scholars.

● Regional Events: We plan to reinitiate local get-togethers in Berlin, Hamburg and
Munich and elsewhere.

● Meeting in Rhodes House 2023. We are considering with Rhodes House a
get-together of German Rhodes Scholars in Britain (those who want to join from
other parts of the world will be more than welcome). We were offered to host this at
Rhodes House facilities. This will be a great occasion to visit Rhodes House and to
experience the “new look and feel” after the extensive building program is finished.

● Updated List of Members: In due course, we will provide you with an updated list of
members, their location, role and e-mail addresses to facilitate individual contacts.

I want to thank those who have supported our work in the past. There are those who have
hosted local get-togethers in Munich, Hamburg and Berlin. Everybody attending seems to
have enjoyed the events tremendously. Some members have volunteered to mentor Scholars
in Residence. Very helpful discussions between scholars of different generations working in
similar fields were initiated. Other members assisted us with less fancy but necessary tasks
like auditing our accounts. Thank you also for the very positive feedback we received!

Last but not least, I thank all those who have donated to the Scholars Fund. This Fund permits
the Warden to support Scholars in a tailored manner in specific situations. An increasing
number of alumni are supporting this cause with regular contributions per annum (roughly a
third). As I mentioned in previous letters, apart from the support of Scholars in Residence, this
is a clear signal of appreciation and support of former Scholars to the Trust. It is important to
strengthen the number of German Scholarships in the long term. In addition the loyalty of
former scholarship recipients helps Rhodes House gain new donors, allowing it to broaden the
scholarship to other regions of the world. Thank you to everyone supporting this cause!

Enjoy the newsletter.

Best wishes,
Dr. Andreas Poensgen (Germany & University, 1983)
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HOW TO CONNECT AND STAY IN TOUCH

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
Our website keeps you up to date on our activities and events. Visit our website and let us
know if you have feedback on what you would like to see featured:
https://www.rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk/alumni-germany/

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST
If you did not receive this newsletter via our mailing list, please reach out to us so we can add
your email address and keep you up to date: andreas.poensgen@germanrhodes.org

JOIN OUR LINKEDIN GROUP
Many of you have responded to our call to join our LinkedIn group. For those who are not
already members, we encourage you to search for “German Rhodes Scholars” on LinkedIn or
request to join here: https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4111114/. We would like to use this
forum to share professional updates, job posts and connect with each other on LinkedIn.

REACH OUT DIRECTLY
If you have any questions or suggestions for our association or would like to update us on your
whereabouts, please also reach out directly to andreas.poensgen@germanrhodes.org or
friederike.reuter@germanrhodes.org. We are always interested in hearing from you.

https://www.rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk/alumni-germany/
mailto:andreas.poensgen@germanrhodes.org
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4111114/
mailto:andreas.poensgen@germanrhodes.org
mailto:friederike.reuter@germanrhodes.org


REPORTS FROM OUR SCHOLARS IN
RESIDENCE

SELINA BRINKMANN
Germany & Magdalen, 2021

Selina (*1996) graduated with a BSc in Mechanical
Engineering from the University of Siegen focusing on
passive wind turbine noise control. She went on to earn a
MSc in Mechanical Science from the University of
California, Merced researching ways to combat soil
salinity and freshwater usage increases in agriculture in
the Central Valley. At Oxford, she is reading for a DPhil in
Wind and Marine Energy Systems and Structures. Her
research will focus on the impact of unsteady flow
conditions and spatial variance on tidal turbines. She
enjoys conducting experimental research and hopes to
collaborate with international agencies such as the
International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) or

European Marine Energy Centre (EMEC). In her spare time,
she enjoys hiking and scouts.

It is hard to believe that I am about to start my third term
at Oxford. So much has happened since I arrived in
mid-September last year. I arrived early to start my course
and it gave me the unique experience to see Oxford
before it was filled to the brim with new and returning
students. I took long walks through University Park and
explored the small businesses and shops that contributed
so much to the charm of Oxford. However, I was not the
only one who arrived early. Due to COVID, a lot of the new
scholars decided to arrive with time to spare for potential
quarantine. As such, we were able to meet in person
ahead of the 1st official gathering at Rhodes House
“Welcome Day” and get to know each other. Those few
weeks are some of my fondest memories of Oxford!

In the beginning I thought it would be hard to fall into a
routine here at Oxford. But by joining the rowing team at
Magdalen and forming a trivia team with scholars and
college friends alike, I was able to settle into a nice routine
very quickly. I was getting a bit nervous about starting my
research, but the DPhil Mingle Events put up by Rhodes
House showed that everyone was or has been going
through similar motions and it was a great opportunity to
hear about other exciting research fields and topics.

Besides rowing and trivia, I joined the Ultimate Frisbee
Team of Oxford and competed in two tournaments. Sadly,
a hectic exam schedule and quarantine has made it hard
for me to join a lot of events in Hilary but really looking
forward to the remainder of this term and Trinity. I also
became very active in the MCR at Magdalen College and
pleased to announce that I will be their new Freshers Rep
for the upcoming year. I truly enjoyed the welcoming
atmosphere my college provided and excited to return the
favour for the new students this fall.

With our first retreat coming up in about a month, I am
looking forward to spending some time with scholars I
have not met and rekindle old connections. As I am an
avid board game player, I was very happy to collaborate
with the chess club to provide some games for the
evening entertainments. Hopefully, this will spark enough
interest to form a boardgame/chess society of some sorts
among the scholars.

Amid my exams I also received the exciting news that I
was selected as one of the members for the Rhodes
Patagonia Trip this spring. Hopefully COVID will not put a
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damper on those plans. I am looking forward to learning
about environmental protection and concerns – not just in
Chile but through the other scholars hopefully about their
home countries, too! My research and plans for the future
are heavily motivated by climate change and reduction in
greenhouse gas emissions and this trip will provide a
unique opportunity to talk about ongoing strategies,
locally and globally.

I am looking forward to my next three years at Oxford and
excited to see what else Rhodes, my college and the
university have to offer once restrictions are lifted further
and life returns to (almost) normal.

ANNA GRÄFIN VON PESTALOZZA
Germany & Jesus, 2021

Anna (*1998) earned a BSc and MSc in Engineering
Science/Defence Systems with a focus on Electro-Optics at
the University of the Federal Armed Forces in Hamburg,
Germany. To complement her understanding of
technological innovations with knowledge about means
and obstacles in implementing them in the public sector,
Anna pursues the Master of Public Policy at the Blavatnik
School of Government in Oxford. She is particularly
interested in the government’s approaches to incentivise
research and development, and, as a soldier, in
counterterrorism and comprehensive approaches to
stabilise regions of conflict. In her spare time, Anna likes to

do sports like dancing and martial arts and plays the
piano.

When I arrived on my first day in Oxford, the taxi left me
with three suitcases, no mobile data, and no idea where
to go in front of my college. It was already on this first day
that I embraced the value of the Rhodes community
because another Rhodes scholar, whom I’ve never talked
to before, quickly made her way over to my college to
support me. This day feels ages ago now. I gained so many
enriching experiences with the Rhodes community and
learned so much about myself that I can hardly believe
that I’ve only been in Oxford for five months.
Nevertheless, time flies by and I can only do my best in
using it wisely.

I quickly learned that despite Oxford being a small city, the
opportunities appear endless. Setting priorities is hence
clearly a requirement to manage your time efficiently in
Oxford. It was inevitable that I reflected a lot about my
own priorities and goals in life, and whilst I knew about
what was important to me before coming to Oxford, I
finally started to fully emerge in my passions here: I found
interests group to talk about finances, investments, and
taxation; there are talks about armed conflicts, warfare
and technology, and counterterrorism all over Oxford, e.g.
in the Oxford University Strategic Studies Group; and
equally important, I take the time to explore the culture in
Oxford, do sports, listen to classical concerts at the
Sheldonian, and go for long walks in Port Meadow.

One of the things I appreciate most in Oxford is the
incredible diversity in backgrounds and interests. Both in
the Rhodes community as well as in Oxford in general, I
learn so much by talking to other people and trying to
understand what they are passionate about and what
difference they want to make. I had so many valuable
conversations with people which I probably would have
never met in my professional career because their
interests are so far from my own, and I enjoy being
challenged to change perspectives. I am grateful for the
opportunity to study in such a vibrant community. In the
next year, I will keep engaging in my own areas of
interests whilst, at the same time, being open for new
experiences and challenges. I think Oxford offers a perfect
environment to do so.
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REPORTS FROM OUR SCHOLARS IN

RESIDENCE

TINA CHRISTMANN
Germany & Worcester, 2018

Tina (*1996) currently pursues a DPhil in Geography & the
Environment after having completed a MPhil in
Biodiversity, Conservation and Management. Her research
now focuses on Restoration Ecology and management in
critically understudied mountain ecosystems in the Andes.
Her vision is to help re-create degraded and damaged
ecosystems in ways that combine biodiversity, climate
change goals and social livelihoods. Prior to Oxford, she
studied Ecology & Environmental Planning at TU Berlin
and was a German National Team Rower. During her
Oxford time Tina raced in the Oxford-Cambridge Boatrace
and was president of the club. Not spending enough time
‘messing about in boats’ she decided to live on a
narrowboat for one year.

My Oxford adventure started in September 2018, with a
road trip from Berlin to Oxford together with my Rhodes
colleague Phillip Kerth. Knowing we would stay in Oxford
for a fair few years we wanted to take our belongings and
a piece of home with us, and just like that we were 'on the
road' with an a loan VW bus, a few good friends and a
bunch of bicycles (which would later prove to be very

useful), kitchen appliances and lots of excitement. When I
arrived in Oxford, I was speechless, the city was and is
stunning and the atmosphere is characterized by student
hustle and bustle and new beginnings.

My first few months were marked by new friendships,
rowing training day in and day out, and many long
evenings at the library tormenting myself with my
moderate English through the latest articles on
biodiversity and climate change. Driving back to Germany
for Christmas, it felt like a little piece of my heart stayed in
Oxford - a first sign for me that this city was about to
become my home.

The first spring in Oxford was magical - even though we
lost the boat race to Cambridge, it felt like a liberation to
just be a student for a few months. For the first time in my
life, I was really cramming for the exams, wanting to prove
to myself that I was in the right place. After exams, I
enjoyed the summer with picnics by the Cherwell, jogging
laps to Wytham Woods and around Port Meadow and a
magnificent Rhodes House Ball.

Then I had to do the field work for my master's thesis - I
was supposed to go to the Atlantic Forest in Brazil, a
fascinating but very threatened forest. The aim of my
research was to assess the vegetation of an understudied
mountain ecosystem to climate change in order to predict
its resilience to climate change. Of course, a lot went
wrong, a fire devastated my measurement sites and
presented us with a small catastrophe - but thanks to a
great team we found a good alternative. After researching
in the mountains, I was introduced to Brazilian dance
culture (the traditional Forro dance) and even managed to
do a few rowing laps on the Rio Olympics regatta course
with a Brazilian rower I used to race at Junior World
Championships.

Back in Oxford, however, a tough, long winter began with
many new challenges. I was elected president of the
Oxford Rowing Club and moved into a houseboat (both a
fun and logical challenge). Lots of rain and a century flood
on the Thames shaped the winter, which meant a lot of
cold and damp night on my boat, plenty of gruelling
training on the rowing machine, weekly commuting in the
minibus to training in London - but for the goal of beating
Cambridge it was all worth it to me. Then came COVID
and the 2020 Boatrace was canceled a week before the
event. 20h training a week, many sacrifices, and
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compromises later and my heart had a little temporary
crack. This was supposed to be my last major rowing
event before the end of my career, but the
disappointment was too great and after 14 years in
rowing I needed a fresh start, I needed a new sport that
would take me on a new adventure and fill me with joy
and excitement day by day.

During the lockdowns I got interested in cycling and joined
the Oxford University Triathlon Club – an outdoorsy and
very social way to grind your way through the enduring
semi-lockdowns in England. My competition hunger was
awakened again and after some serious training I won my
first Varsity Match and was the fastest woman in the
Oxford-Cambridge triathlon. Now I'm preparing for bigger
international triathlon competitions.

Fortunately, during all the ups and downs, I still had my
great passion for nature conservation. So, I decided to
apply for a PhD and propose a project ecological
restoration and reforestation. Now, I'm in the second year
of my PhD, I've slowly but surely established myself in the
research world, I have great support from my institute and
my supervisors and I've found an area that fascinates and
inspires me. My research focuses on mountain
ecosystems in the Andes, with the goal to use satellite
data to accompany, design and improve reforestation
projects as part of the current UN Decade on Restoration.

The Oxford adventure was to be a journey into the world
of international conservation and an opportunity to
compete as a rower in the Oxford-Cambridge Boatrace -
both of which have happened over the course of my time
here in Oxford, but many more meaningful things have
happened. Who would have thought that during this time
I would call a houseboat my home for a year, or who
would have thought that I would give up rowing and start
a sports career in triathlon instead? Who would have
thought that I would be researching one of the most
stunning mountain ranges in the world? Exactly these
surprises are what makes Oxford special for me – there
are endless opportunities and people here who inspire
and bring new ideas. Sometimes you have to say 'YES' to
unexpected things and jump in at the deep end. And
that’s exactly what the Rhodes Scholarship gave me – it
gave me the headspace and allowed me to jump for the
unexpected, to build community and to have a stimulating
and exciting academic adventure - thank you so much for
everyone who contributes to the Scholarship!
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ALUMNI CONVERSATIONS

DR. THOMAS SCHMELTZER
Germany & Balliol College, 2004

Thomas (Germany ’04) is a Quantitative Research and Development Lead working for the Abu
Dhabi Investment Authority in the United Arab Emirates. He has spent his entire professional
life in the world of quantitative finance.

After finishing a DPhil, he didn’t make it far. He stayed in Oxford working for the hedge fund
Winton Capital Management in the local science park. There he became an expert for portfolio
construction which is a beautiful field at the intersection of finance, mathematics, and
optimisation. In 2010 he moved back to Switzerland where he had previously spent two years
as an undergraduate. Again, Oxford haunted him. He was helping to set up the Liechtenstein
office of Oxford Asset Management. In 2014 he became the quant for a Swiss Family Office in
Geneva.

Back in 2019 he married Dr Lydia Hulme (they met at Oxford) in our very own Milner Hall at
Rhodes House.

In December 2020 he moved to Abu Dhabi where he is also serving in the local committee
electing two Rhodes Scholars every year.
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What exactly is your job in Abu Dhabi?
 
The Abu Dhabi Investment Authority (ADIA) is a globally diversified investment institution that
prudently invests funds on behalf of the Government of Abu Dhabi through a strategy focused
on long‑term value creation.
 
In recent years ADIA has created the ADIA Research & Development Lab and Factory, where
people with deep specialisations are pioneering new ways to think about investing at scale
and putting these ideas into practice. The team has begun developing scientific methods for
the ingestion and analysis of large amounts of complex data in order to research, test and
implement novel investment strategies. Risk magazine recently profiled the team here (see
Risk.net). It still puzzles me I how I managed to become a member of this group. This role is a
rare pleasure because I can apply, think, and do mathematics outside academia.
 
ADIA’s mission is to preserve the long-term prosperity of the emirate of Abu Dhabi.

The R&D Lab and Factory is continuing to grow, as we look to add subject matter experts,
people who are thought leaders in their fields, whether that be in machine learning, strategy
development, portfolio construction, risk, portfolio implementation, digital platforms or a
number of other specific disciplines. The organization also has a long history of identifying and
nurturing UAE National talent.
 

How is life in Abu Dhabi?
 
Daily life is a rather pleasant experience in this country. The region is extremely safe, clean,
and rather well organized. Witnessing progress can be done live here, as the country is moving
with unmatched speed.
 
Cycling in Abu Dhabi is somewhat disappointing coming from Switzerland, but one does adapt
to the unique challenges of cycling in a desert region. During the hot months (e.g., March to
November) we train at 5am in the dark before going to work. There are dedicated cycling
tracks.
 

You have been serving on the Rhodes Scholarship selection
committee for the UAE. Can you tell us more about your
experience?
 
The two scholarships for the UAE are paid for by a foundation created by the Royal Family of
Abu Dhabi. One scholarship is reserved for a UAE National, however the second scholarship is
open to all students at any local university.
 
There are a few constraints that make it extra challenging to elect scholars. Financial support
is less of an incentive for a number of potential candidates, while there are also a number of
scholarships offered by domestic organizations for students to study internationally. Some
students go abroad with such deals but enter a contract ensuring their return.
 
The committee consists of four expats (all of them successful Rhodes Scholars) and four UAE
Nationals (some of them also previous Rhodes Scholars). My esteemed fellow committee
members include HE Shamma bint Sohail Faris Al Mazrui (Rhodes Scholar and Minister of
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State for Youth) and HE Zaki Nusseibeh (Chancellor UAE U, Cultural Advisor to the President,
member of the government ever since 1971).
 

Will you return to Germany to fight the world’s fight?
 
At this stage I have no ambitions to return to Germany, I intend to spend a few more years
here. I may return to Switzerland where I own a flat on the shores of Lake Geneva.
 

Can you tell us about what it is like to visit the UAE?
 
I highly recommend a trip to the Middle East. The UAE is a hub that would also allow you to
explore the entire region. There’s a lot to discover here and I recommend visiting this part of
the world to all of you. I can advise on the best places to ride a camel.
 
If you have any aspirations to join ADIA’s R&D Lab and Factory, please get in touch. I am
interested in talking to people having worked with (financial) data, economists, computer
scientists, geeks and nerds.
 

What impact did the scholarship have for you?
 
I guess it’s fair to say that my time at Oxford had a tremendous and positive effect on my life.
Negative memories have faded away much quicker than the many, many positive encounters.
Germany is for me a concept I left in 2002. I guess only a minority of my close Rhodes friends
are German, but I would like to mention, in particular, David Klemm. I was involved in his
exciting startup Tensoralpha. The origins of my friendship to Silja Kinnebrock date back to
October 2000 when we both studied Mathematics at Kaiserslautern.
 
I regret there are so many of you I haven’t met yet. I have been a rare guest at our Berlin
meetings.

 

ALUMNI CONVERSATIONS

LUCA SPRINGER
Germany & St. Antony’s, 2016

Luca Springer is the CEO of Cleancard, a company revolutionising the way young adults

manage their sexual health. His goal is to build the future of preventive healthcare by

facilitating frequent asymptomatic health screening, early disease detection, and timely

intervention. Prior to founding Cleancard, Luca worked at an investment firm where he

developed deep insight into the technology, healthcare, and consumer sector. Luca’s

educational background is multidisciplinary, holding degrees in computer science, politics,

philosophy, and business management. He is leveraging his diverse skillset to make

breakthrough innovations available to the everyday consumer.
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Please tell us more about your venture and what you plan to

achieve with it

Cleancard introduces equitable and accessible sexual healthcare by providing a low-cost,

diagnostic device that rapidly detects sexually transmitted diseases (STIs) in the comfort of the

user’s home. Cleancard provides peace of mind by delivering reliable results within 30

minutes instead of days or weeks. Our approach to diagnostics removes the stigma and

embarrassment that can be associated with testing for STIs at a clinic, and empowers young

adults to take control of their sexual health. We strive to establish a network of accountability

and trust in which testing is regarded as the norm rather than a taboo. In the long-term,

Cleancard’s principle of using diagnostic circuit breakers to avoid severe health outcomes

transcends the field of sexual health. We see many immediate adjacent opportunities, such as

diagnostics for bladder, prostate, and cervical cancers, in which early detection due to regular

screening can save lives. Ultimately, we plan to build the premier global platform for digital

health by expanding into telemedicine, educational resources, and health record

management.

Why did you decide to start your own company after Oxford?

How did you get to where you are now?

I met my co-founder, and fellow Rhodes Scholar, Tom Carroll (Texas & Magdalen 2016) at the

University of Oxford. At the time, Tom was working towards his doctorate in clinical medicine,

and I was getting my master’s in computer science. We were both shocked by how taboo the

topic of sexual health was in a university environment, where meeting new people and dating

is the norm. Intrigued by our fellow students’ discomfort with the topic we dug deeper and

learned that most of our peers rarely tested. Some had never done an STI check-up in their

entire life. We identified anxiety, shame, stigma, embarrassment, discomfort, and lack of

knowledge as the essence of the problem. These behavioural barriers severely limit testing

rates even in countries where the health system offers free services. Tom and I became

obsessed with solving the puzzle of sexual healthcare and the idea for Cleancard was born. We

founded our company in 2021 and have been conducting proof-of-concept work and

prototype development since then.

What have you learnt so far while being an entrepreneur?

As an entrepreneur, you are constantly confronted by how little you know and how much

there is to learn. I am humbled every day and try my best to expand my expertise to be as

effective as I can be. When I am not following the latest developments in science and

technology, I am learning how to transform a commercial office into a BSL-2 laboratory,

finding a cost-effective way of procuring laboratory equipment, or discovering a new

programming language. In that context, I think that we generally tend to overvalue formal

education. I would argue that there is nothing you cannot self-teach and as an entrepreneur

you continuously have to be open minded and willing to learn in an informal setting. Another

key observation is that it is impossible to overstate the importance of nurturing the

relationships with your co-founder(s) and colleagues. Life as an entrepreneur is extremely
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dynamic and often volatile. Developing a stable and secure environment within your company

is essential to building a business. I am fortunate to have co-founded Cleancard with one of

my best friends and our mutual trust makes the uncertainty of entrepreneurship a lot more

manageable.

How did your time at Oxford prepare you for this challenge? And

how does being a Rhodes Scholar make a difference to your

success?

At Oxford I was constantly inspired by the people around me, whether it was brilliant

engineers at the department of computer science, lecturers from around the world, or alumni

coming back to Rhodes House to share their stories. The University is an environment that

encourages you to dream big and devise innovative solutions to conventional problems.

Within the Rhodes community, I am forever indebted to what I call the “German Rhodes

Biotech Cluster.” Martin-Immanuel Bittner (Germany & Trinity 2014, CEO Arctoris), Lukas

Lange (Germany & Magdalen 2015, CEO Probably Genetic), and Arne Scheu (Germany &

Lincoln 2017, CEO LiliumX) are exceptional fellow founders who inspire and guide my journey.

What does fighting the world’s fight mean to you?

I believe that fighting the world’s fight can take many different forms. Whether you are a

political leader, elementary school teacher, theoretical physicist, or activist, what matters is

that you direct your efforts towards a cause that you believe improves the overall wellbeing of

our global community. In my case, I have strong conviction that the most meaningful way to

leverage my expertise and hard work is to reinvent the way we think about preventive

healthcare. I want to live in a world where everyone can access healthcare services regardless

of their background, location, and circumstance. At Cleancard we are working towards this

ambition by providing sexual healthcare to anyone, anywhere, anytime.

What are currently your biggest challenges? How could the

Rhodes community support you?

Laboratory space in London is extremely supply constrained and overpriced. We are currently
building our own laboratory in order to scale our operations and accelerate our R&D in a
cost-effective manner. We are an early-stage start-up and would love to hear from anyone
who is interested in what we are working on. Whether you are a sexual health expert, thought
leader in digital health, passionate about universal access to healthcare, or have experience
building businesses, it would be great to connect. We are always eager to learn and welcome
any opportunity to do so. We are also looking to gradually expand our team, so if what we are
doing resonates – please reach out (you can email me at luca.springer@cleancard.bio).
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INTRODUCING OUR NEW SCHOLARS-

ELECT

FYNN SCHULTHEISS

Fynn grew up in North-Rhine Westphalia (Erkelenz and
Münster) before commencing his studies of German and
European law at Bucerius Law School, Hamburg as well as
Université Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne. He is specialized in
tax law; his bachelor thesis examined effects of double
taxation in German inheritance and income tax codes. At
Oxford, he will pursue a BA of Jurisprudence with senior
status. Outside of academia, Fynn is an avid musician, likes
debating and enjoys all kinds of sport, including table
football.

How did you hear about the Rhodes
Scholarship?
The Scholarship was known to me from American print
culture and cinema. The first time I stumbled upon it
seriously, however, was when I researched funding options
for the University of Oxford.

What does being a Rhodes Scholar mean
to you?
The Rhodes Scholarship offers incredible opportunities to
a very small and thus privileged group of scholars. To me,
accepting the Scholarship meant committing to use these
opportunities in the interest of the global community.

How are you planning to contribute to
fighting the world’s fight?
I am passionate about understanding ways to increase
distributive justice and transparency in international
taxation and would like to put this interest into practice.

How do you expect your studies at Oxford
to contribute to your further academic
development?
The BA of Jurisprudence I seek to obtain at Oxford is the
qualifying law degree in the United Kingdom, which is
required to practice law in this country. In addition, the
Faculty of Law at Oxford offers unparalleled training in
legal writing and research, teaching its students to think
rigorously critically and to make persuasive arguments.

What are you most looking forward to
when you think about your time at Oxford
as a Rhodes Scholar?
For me, Rhodes House is a community first, and to meet
the people engaged in it, to learn about their stories, their
character, and their efforts to improve the situation of
humankind is what I am most looking forward to.

To get to know you as a person a bit
better, please tell us what is your idea of a
perfect day?
I feel like there are far more great and perfect things
happening during every moment of my existence than I
can possibly comprehend. Whether my day is “bad”,
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“good”, maybe “perfect” depends thus less on what
objectively exists or happens, but rather on how well I can
subjectively perceive this objective side of existence. A
perfect day is thus a day during which I am able, within the
boundaries of my abilities, to consciously appreciate the
world around and within me.

There are some kind of moments during which this works
particularly well, and which are thus more likely to make a
day “perfect”: during an extended breakfast at a sunny
Sunday morning with friends, when reading a book, with
time on hand, on an afternoon in November with heavy
rain, or during an ecstatic jam session.

What is one of your favorite books?
A quite new addition to my list of favorite books is
“Enlightenment Now” by Steven Pinker. Although its
reasoning does not meet scientific standards, it provides
interesting data in great density, serves as a great starting
point for discussion no matter at which page you start
reading, and while pointing to the wide field of human
error, it gives a determined plaidoyer for humanist ideals
and the conviction that humankind can learn about, admit
and overcome its’ flaws and thus continue its way to peace
and prosperity.

Last but not least, what is the best advice
you ever received and who gave it to you?
Fritz Bauer said once, that “at all times, wherever you
might live—in Germany, the United States, the Soviet
Union or in the Kongo—being an individual, you can be
proud only of your own good and decent actions. Who of
us has the right to credit oneself with the good or bad
things other people have done?” He also wished that
“young people today may have the same dream of justice
that I once had. That they may have the feeling that life
has meaning when one advocates freedom, justice and
fraternity”. In the context of Fritz Bauer’s own life and
work as well as the time during which they were made,
these statements have deeply impressed me, and—serving
as a standard to measure my own behavior
against—provided advice that I very much cherish.

ANNE NEUMANN

Born as a child of parents who made travelling their jobs,
Anne has ever since been fascinated by other countries’
cultures and their relations to her own. Her year of
volunteering took her to Hong Kong and China. Convinced
by the life-long learning and working in a highly
international context that comes with medicine, she chose
medical studies over sinology as her destination and is
currently a fourth-year medical student at Charité –
University Medicine Berlin. Clinical and research
internships took her to Jerusalem, Israel, and Montréal,
Canada, but most frequently to the Alps, following her
passion for emergency medicine, hiking, and trail running.

With her fascination for engaging at the intersections of
cultures and disciplines, she soon found her way to global
health.

Anne currently works on her doctoral thesis (Dr. med.) in a
project on innovatively realising Universal Health Coverage
in Ghana. She co-founded the first German student journal
in life sciences to promote research-based education and
foster innovative approaches to scientific publishing.
Besides, she is passionate about interreligious and
interprofessional education.

Anne is looking forward to be studying for the MSc in
Translational Health Sciences in Oxford from fall 2022.
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How did you hear about the Rhodes?
I believe it was on one of those Thursday evening strolls
through the world wide web during my school time when I
was looking for some inspiration and was allowing me to
dream big. I then forgot about the Scholarship and was –
perfectly timed – reminded by my Dr. med. programme’s
mailing list last summer.

What does being a Rhodes Scholar mean
to you?

Above all, I consider being a Rhodes Scholar an enormous
privilege: a privilege of being allowed to thrive alongside
inspiring and aspiring, like-minded people; a privilege of
being acknowledged as a bundle of energy with all my
manifold projects; a privilege of being encouraged to stand
up for my vision of the world and having the means to do
so. And with this privilege comes the responsibility to live
up to this encouragement and give back – along the way
and with my goals in life.

How are you planning to contribute to
fighting the world’s fight?

The least I can contribute are the gifts I was given, which in
my case is perseverance and empathy, above all.
Contributing to the world’s fight for me is listening to
others in order to understand their challenges, ways of
thinking and ideas of the world; and subsequently,
developing innovative approaches which are not limited to
nations, ideologies, and generations. I want to work where
disciplines and cultures collide to shape a world that
harnesses interdisciplinary and international collaboration.

How do you expect your studies at Oxford
to contribute to your further academic
development?

Studying at Oxford will provide me with a space to deepen
my critical and innovative engagement in my field of
medicine. It will allow me to discuss, shape, and test new
approaches to advance health care systems supra-
nationally – something that I miss in my clinical medical
studies. Based on the knowledge, skills and perspectives
gained, I hope to expand the scope of my research and will
offer the perspectives of a clinician, a global health

researcher, and a proponent of interdisciplinarity. The two
years of medical studies still to follow after my time in
Oxford will definitely not be the same as before!

What are you most looking forward to
when you think about your time at Oxford
as a Rhodes?

The clever minds with whom to share visions of the world.
I am looking forward to organising enlightening events, to
evenings at Rhodes House, and getting to know other
passionate young individuals from around the world who
will share their experiences and, from time to time,
challenge my beliefs just to make them broader and more
inclusive – a community that strives for nothing less but
for jointly shaping the world for the better.

To get to know you as a person a bit
better, please tell us what is your idea of a
perfect day?

My perfect day includes three elements: a mountain peak,
reached after some hundred metres of elevation gain and
being out of breath; a challenge met, preferably in a team
process and - in my case - mostly around global health
research, reshaping scientific publishing in life sciences or
interprofessional collaboration; and interesting thoughts
expressed by well-thought or creative words, may it be an
engaging conversation, a good podcast or a poetry slam.

What is one of your favorite books?

Repeating former scholars but definitely the only right an-
swer for me: The Little Prince by Antoine de Saint-Éxu-pery
that keeps reminding me not to think too much like the
"big people" but continue to see the elephant in the snake.

Last but not least, what is the best advice
you ever received and who gave it to you?
“I think you need the mountains because, with their
infinite force and unimaginable size, they are the most
powerful reminders of the perfection of imperfection. The
mountains are calling. You have to go.” My best friend
once summarised why it is impossible for me not to
dedicate time to hiking trails – I did not have anything to
add but nodding and a big smile.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Special Event on Russia and its war in
Ukraine with Ekkehard Brose

5 July 2022, 7pm

Teehaus im Englischen Garten,
Altonaer Str. 2, 10557 Berlin

We will have the great pleasure to host Ekkehard Brose (St.
Catherines, 1981), President of the Federal Academy for
Security Policies. Ekkehard Brose belongs to the inner
circle of security policy experts in Berlin and Europe and
will discuss with us Russia’s war in Ukraine. Save the date:
5th July 19:00.

ANNUAL DINNER & WELCOMING OF
OUR NEWLY ELECTED SCHOLARS

25 November 2022, 6pm Annual
Meeting / 7pm Dinner

Berlin

This year’s Annual Dinner will again take place on the same
day as the election of the new German Rhodes Scholars.
Last year’s dinner was a wonderful occasion to reconnect
and meet other senior Scholars as well as get to know our
two newest Scholars (see photo below).

We will communicate the exact location in Berlin for both
the dinner and the general meeting in a registration email
closer to the date so watch out for future communication.

We hope that many of you will join and we look forward to
welcoming you in Berlin again!
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HOW TO DONATE

Thank you for all those who donated this year to the
Scholar’s Fund! The Scholar’s Fund is vital to the success of
the Rhodes Scholarships as it provides support for
research, leadership programmes, events and specific aid
in case of need to our Scholars in residence.

This year, our constituency achieved a participation rate of
over 25%. While some constituencies have much larger
financial firepower than our small German constituency,
we hope to continue to show our support for the Scholar’s
Fund through our usually above-average participation rate.

In our previous emails, we highlighted how important
recurrent and predictable contributions from the German
constituency are and would like to encourage Scholars to
consider standing orders (Dauerauftrag) or an
authorization for the Vereinigung Deutscher Rhodes
Scholars e.V. to debit your bank account directly in
specified intervals (Lastschriftverfahren).

You can find more information on how to donate in a
tax-efficient way on our donation form that is linked to on
our website
(https://www.rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk/alumni-germany/).
Alternatively, you can

● Directly transfer the amount, specifying name
and intent “The Rhodes Scholars Fund”

● If you consider a regular contribution, please use
the process “Dauerauftrag” specifying name and
intent “The Rhodes Scholars Fund”

In both cases the tax efficient way to execute the gift is via
the following account:

Vereinigung Deutscher Rhodes Scholars e.V.

Deutsche Bank Hamburg

IBAN:  DE68 2007 0024 0515 5593 00

BIC/SWIFT:  DEUTDEDBHAM

Jürgen Reitmaier will send out donation receipts
(Spendenbescheinigung) to all donors at the beginning of
each year.
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