
 
 
 Disciplinary Procedures of the Rhodes Trust 

Rhodes Scholars are expected to uphold the highest possible standards in all they do, and not to bring the Rhodes Trust 
into disrepute.    
 
Rhodes Scholars, as students at Oxford University [“the University”], are subject to two separate (but complementary) 
Codes of Student Discipline: the University of Oxford Statutes and Regulations and the Code of Student Discipline of 
their respective college. University Statutes and Regulations can be accessed via the following links: 
 
https://www.ox.ac.uk/students/academic/exams?wssl=1  
http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/examregs/  
http://www.proctors.ox.ac.uk/ 
 
College disciplinary codes can generally be found in College student handbooks.  Scholars should consult their various 
College academic offices for the specific regulations relevant to them.   
 
Any violations of academic standards or behavioural conduct that can be adjudicated through official University or 
College disciplinary procedures will be referred immediately to the appropriate authorities. In the event that a Scholar is 
expelled from the University and/or their College, the Scholarship, including the monthly stipend, will be immediately 
rescinded.  If the decision is overturned after an appeal, the Scholarship will be reinstated at that time. 
 
If any Scholar is suspected or accused of breaking the law, the police will be informed immediately and an investigation 
will be conducted either by the police or in cooperation with them.  Conviction of a criminal offence by any Court of 
competent jurisdiction or a formal caution issued by the Police may lead to disciplinary action by the Trust including, but 
not limited to, revocation of the Scholarship. 
 
The basic tenure of the Scholarship is two years, subject always to satisfactory academic performance and personal 
conduct.  If a disciplinary matter, related to either, arises which falls outside the scope of either University or College 
disciplinary procedures, the matter shall be referred to the Warden in the first instance.  The Warden will summon the 
Scholar(s) involved to one or more meetings as soon as practicable. Scholars who are asked to appear before the 
Warden may be accompanied by another Scholar.  The Warden may also interview, at his discretion, any witnesses or 
anyone else with relevant information. The Scholar is also entitled to call and question witnesses. The Warden will keep 
notes of the meetings, the progress of the investigation and reasoning by which conclusions are reached.  
 
The Warden may decide to undertake one or more of the following: 
 
• Dismiss the allegation; 
• Agree with the Scholar(s) a course of action, which may include informal resolution, such as mediation or a letter of 

apology, or payment of compensation for damages or injury; 
• Issue a formal warning or caution to the Scholar(s), which will be placed on the Scholar’s file; 
• Exclude the Scholar(s) from events or Rhodes House premises; 
• Refer the matter to the Chair of the Trust and the Academic Committee for removal of the Scholarship. 
 
If it seems possible after the initial investigation that the infringement may result in revocation of the Scholarship, the 
Warden will immediately inform the Chair of the Trust, and the matter will be referred to the Academic Committee.  
The Committee shall consist of at least three Rhodes Trustees with no previous connection to the case.  If the 
Committee does not consider the matter to meet a certain standard of gravity or finds insufficient evidence to support 
the allegation, the matter will be dismissed immediately. If the Committee chooses to proceed, the Scholar whose case 
is being heard will normally appear before the Committee and may bring a supporter who is also a Scholar.  The Scholar 
may also call witnesses or question witnesses summoned by the Committee.   
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The Academic Committee shall also act as the Appeals Committee for disciplinary decisions of the Warden. The 
Committee shall have the power to reverse, confirm or alter the decisions appealed against, and to annul, reduce, 
confirm or increase the penalties imposed by the Warden, including revocation of the Scholarship at which point the 
Chair of the Trust should be notified immediately.  The Scholar shall have the same entitlement under this proceeding to 
be represented by a supporter and to call and/or question witnesses. 
 
The findings of the Academic Committee are final.   
 
Any evidence submitted in support of an allegation and all Information concerning the deliberations of either the 
Warden or the Committee concerning any disciplinary matter shall remain confidential. 
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